Non-Americans Left Baffled by ‘Strange’ Detail About
Artemis Il Crew
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A viral Threads post reacting to religious language used during NASA’'s Artemis |l mission has
sparked a broader discussion about the global reception of Christianity in space.

The post, shared by Laetitia Haudos, a French user, has amassed more than 100,000 views,
resonating with non-U.S. observers who said they were surprised by overt Christian references
during live broadcasts from deep space.

"As a French it feels strange to hear so many Christ and Bible comments from the Artemis Il crew.
| get that they are living such a spiritual experience that, as believers, they find it best expressed
through their religious lens,” Haudos said.

“But in the same time, | feel it is such a strong reminder of the USA’s culture. Any other non-USA
people feeling the same ?”

The post prompted wide discussion amongst religious and non-religious spectators.
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Astronaut Victor Glover attends the "Space Race" premiere during the 2023 Tribeca Festival at
Village East Cinema on June 12, 2023 in New York City | Cindy Ord/Getty Images for Tribeca
Festival

What Is Artemis ll—And Why Was It Historic?

Artemis Il launched on April 1, 2026, marking NASA's first crewed mission beyond low-Earth orbit
in more than 50 years, since Apollo 17 in 1972.

The crew—commander Reid Wiseman, pilot Victor Glover, mission specialist Christina Koch, and
Canadian astronaut Jeremy Hansen—traveled roughly 252,760 miles from Earth, breaking the
distance record set by Apollo 13 in 1970. They are set to touchdown on April 10.

The mission also marked several firsts: Koch became the first woman to travel that far into space,
Glover the first Black astronaut to leave low-Earth orbit, and Hansen the first Canadian to do so.
The flight coincided with Easter weekend, a detail that shaped how some of the mission’s
commentary was received.

The Remarks That Drew Attention

A notable religious comment made by Glover during one of the mission’s most symbolic moments.
Minutes before Orion passed behind the Moon, temporarily cutting off communication with Earth
for around 40 minutes, he addressed Mission Control and viewers watching worldwide.

"As we continue to unlock the mysteries of the cosmos, | would like to remind you of one of the
most important mysteries there on Earth—and that’s love,” he said.

"Christ said, in response to what was the greatest command, that it was to love God with all that
you are. And he also, being a great teacher, said the second is equal to it. And that is to love your
neighbor as yourself.

“And so, as we prepare to go out of radio communication ... to all of you down there on Earth and
around Earth, we love you from the Moon.”

Glover has long been open about his Christian faith, and NASA treats such expressions as
personal rather than institutional—a distinction that is more familiar in U.S. culture.

Why It Felt Different to Some Europeans

In France, public life is shaped by laicité, the country’s constitutional principle of secularism, which
emphasizes religious neutrality in state-linked settings.

While freedom of belief is protected, overt religious expression by public institutions or officials can
feel culturally unfamiliar, helping explain why some French viewers experienced the moment as
notably “American.”



Usha Haley, the Barton Distinguished Chair in International Business at Wichita State University,
said reactions to the Artemis Il remarks reflect long-standing cultural differences in how religion
appears in public life.

In the United States, she explained to Newsweek, public expressions of faith are often normalized
in professional, scientific and even government-linked contexts. In that cultural framework,
religious language is typically understood as an authentic, individual response to extraordinary or
emotionally intense experiences, rather than as an attempt to exclude or proselytise.

By contrast, Haley noted that many European societies operate under more secular public norms,
where religion is largely considered a private matter. As a result, remarks that Americans may
perceive as sincere or awe-struck can be interpreted elsewhere as exclusionary or culturally
specific.

“These different reactions stem from deep historical differences in institutions and public culture,”
Haley said. While the U.S. has long blended religiosity with civic and public life, France, in
particular, places strong emphasis on laicité, a principle that strictly separates religion from public
institutions. Within those contrasting systems, individuals both transmit and interpret messages
through their own religious, philosophical, cultural or scientific frameworks.

Haley added that extreme environments—including outer space, polar expeditions and conflict
zones—often intensify deeply held beliefs. In such contexts, the language of faith can become a
way for individuals to articulate encounters with the unknown, translating uncertainty and awe into
meaning.

She also pointed to the role of global media attention in amplifying tensions. Personal remarks
made in emotionally charged moments can be interpreted as institutional signals once they reach
worldwide audiences, increasing the risk of cultural misreadings.

“Global audiences tend to expect institutional, inclusive and culturally neutral messaging from
organizations like NASA,” Haley said. At the same time, astronauts speak as individuals, shaped
by their own cultures, beliefs and experiences. Navigating that balance, she added, places
agencies like NASA on a “razor’s edge”—attempting to allow authentic personal expression while
ensuring messaging resonates across a diverse international audience.

Social Media Reactions

Threads users were divided, with some defending the astronauts’ remarks as contextual and
personal.

“I have tried a calm reply at least 20 times. IT WAS EASTER . The astronaut who spoke the most,
Victor Glover, has been very open about his faith. We still have freedom of expression here &
equating profound faith with something negative about our culture is, candidly, infuriating. Not to
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mention that it's an American mission. Moreover, another astronaut who spoke is Canadian so
enough with assumptions. As the saying goes ‘there are no atheists on rockets,” shared Catie
Woolley.

Others took a more conciliatory view.

“I can see how a person might be thinking of God while you're up there. To each their own. | just
like how it shows you CAN believe in your God and science at the same time,” added Leigh
Young.

One commenter also pointed to the broader cultural mix within the crew.

“Mind you the Canadian Astronaut has spoken at length regarding his connection to our
Indigenous Culture. He spoke about the mentoring and their beliefs and his Mission Patch reflects
that relationship,” one user wrote.

Canadian Hansen worked with Indigenous Elders and an Anishinaabe artist to design a personal
mission patch reflecting Indigenous teachings.

All Comments

1. Comment by mklonergan030.

Atheist/agnostic/former believer here! Call me whatever you want! | know a lot of my crowd
took issue with Glover's comments. | didn't. Maybe a bit with the 'No Atheists on the top of
rockets' comment, because there are many Astronauts that do not believe or consider
themselves Agnostic. | was in absolute awe of what these four humans were doing that such
things were not really important at that point Victor chose to express himself the way he did,
and so be it. He has also very articulately explained the science and | have enjoyed listening
to each crew members words. Especially fellow Canadian, Jeremy Hansen.
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